Resource
Development
Group

30 Years of Economic
Development Fundraising

Spotlighting Organizational Success
By RDG CEO Clint Nessmith

One of the most frequently cited benefits of working with Resource Development

Group, according to our clients, is our ability to identify best practices that align
with their unique needs. This is in addition to the core services we provide —
such as feasibility studies and fundraising campaign management — that support
their funding success. In light of the ACCE Chamber Executive Summer Issue’s
best practice theme, I'd like to spotlight a few of our recent clients and their
amazing work:
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JAXUSA Partnership: Northeast Florida has become one of the strongest
economies in the country, and we have been right there with them since 1990,
running all but one funding campaign. JAXUSA, under the JAX Chamber
umbrella, has excelled with talent development, with Earn Up at the core. One
particularly impactful tactic has been convening HR executives of its investors
regularly with area college and university leadership, along with Duval County
Public Schools to discuss shared goals, identify opportunities, and facilitate
partnerships.



http://www.rdgfundraising.com/
http://www.rdgfundraising.com/
https://jaxusa.org/
https://earnup.org/

Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce and Greater Fargo
Moorhead Economic Development Corporation: These two organizations are
separate yet share one strategy and one significant funding stream, which is the
Innovate 28 strategy and funding campaign. There will always be cross-
organizational challenges to overcome in a situation like this, but the Chamber
and EDC are proving to the community they can work together to collaboratively
advance common goals in a complex ecosystem.

Greater Wichita Partnership: The Partnership excels at thinking big! Just a few
years ago, they saw an opportunity to work with their investors and public
officials to advocate for dollars to create a biomedical campus in the heart of
downtown Wichita. As executives and lobbyists from every sector would wrap up
their meetings with elected leaders they would all make one final ask — fund the
biomedical campus! It worked, and today the biomedical campus building is
rapidly rising from the ground and a biomedical corridor is already taking shape
around it. The “Aviation Capital of the World” now also has its sights set on
becoming a major national player in the biomedical and biotech space and is
proving that thinking BIG and working collaboratively can yield community
changing results.

Little Rock Regional Chamber: Do you Love Little Rock? We do! The LRRC is
another long-time client. If you sat in on our session at the ACCE Annual

Conference in Philadelphia, you heard our two teams go into detail about how
the Chamber has leaned hard into talent development and talent attraction over
the years. The result has been successfully developing Academies of Central
Arkansas working alongside Ford NGL, and creating a unique and targeted
talent attraction campaign to match former Arkansas residents to open positions

in central Arkansas.

Detroit Regional Chamber: The Mackinac Policy Conference, hosted by the
DRC is one of the most unique events in the chamber world that | have ever had

the pleasure of attending. For a few days once a year on beautiful Mackinac
Island, every decision maker in the state of Michigan convenes to dig deep on
the issues of the day. This is the event you rearrange your calendar to attend. It
is truly impressive how the DRC staff can pull off such a large and complex
event each year and that they have kept the conference highly relevant.

Whether it is bridging institutional silos in Fargo, rallying a region around biotech
in Wichita, or redefining talent development in Little Rock, our clients continue to
challenge assumptions and elevate what'’s possible. At Resource Development
Group, we are proud not only to guide them through funding campaigns, but
also to help them uncover and apply the best practices that drive lasting impact.
These stories offer just a glimpse of the ingenuity and leadership that chambers
and economic development organizations are demonstrating across the county


https://www.fmwfchamber.com/chamber-staff/
https://gfmedc.com/
https://gfmedc.com/
https://innovate28fm.com/
https://greaterwichitapartnership.org/
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/wichita_biomedical_campus/
https://www.littlerockchamber.com/
https://www.academiesofcentralarkansas.org/
https://www.academiesofcentralarkansas.org/
https://armoneyandpolitics.com/love-little-rock-campaign/
https://www.detroitchamber.com/
https://www.detroitchamber.com/mackinac-policy-conference/2025-mackinac-policy-conference/

— and we’re honored to walk alongside them as they shape the future of their
communities.

Resource Development Group is celebrating 30 years of economic development
fundraising consulting for clients across the United States. RDG is highly
specialized in that the firm ONLY works with chambers of commerce and
economic development organizations and brings to bear a team with deep roots
from the industry. Reach out to Clint Nessmith at Clint@RDGfundraising.com
with feedback, questions, or to explore how RDG can work with you to help you
achieve your revenue goals.

Resource Development Group (RDG) partners with chambers of commerce and
economic development organizations across the country to design and execute
fundraising strategies that drive measurable impact.

Learn more at www.rdgfundraising.com

To learn more about Clint Nessmith go here. Please go here to visit the
RDG Interactive Blog.
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RDG is proud to be a new sponsor of the "Econ Dev Show" e-
newsletter. If you want a wealth of industry relevant knowledge at your
fingertips weekly, become a subscriber here.

RDG is a proud silver sponsor of ACCE.
RDG is a proud sponsor of IEDC.

Resource Development Group (RDG) is an economic and
community development consulting firm. In addition to capital
campaign management, we conduct feasibility studies, best
practice research, and organizational development and optimization
work. Our client base includes chambers of commerce, economic

development organizations and public-private partnerships
throughout the United States. RDG was founded in Columbus,
Ohio. We have three offices in Georgia (Atlanta, Statesboro, and
Columbus) as well as in Asheville, NC, Indianapolis, IN, Charleston,
SC, and Paris, France. Our mission is to help you elevate!



http://www.rdgfundraising.com/
mailto:Clint@RDGfundraising.com
https://www.rdgfundraising.com/
https://www.rdgfundraising.com/clint-nessmith-bio
https://www.rdgfundraising.com/blog
https://econdevshow.com/
https://secure.acce.org/
https://www.iedconline.org/
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