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Stephen is experienced in both fundraising and communications, particularly for national nonprofits 

and higher education. As Grants and Foundation Specialist for national nonprofit Prison Fellowship, 

Stephen secured $750,000 in funding for “Doing the Right Thing,” the legacy project of the 

organization’s late Founder Chuck Colson. While at Prison Fellowship, Stephen also obtained several 

additional six-figure grants for the organization’s other divisions, including its public policy arm, Justice 

Fellowship. 

As Claflin University’s Director of Grants and Foundations, Stephen continued to work on top projects, 

including the school’s participation in the Gates Foundation Initiative with Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities. Additionally, he secured a six-figure grant from the United Methodist Church to enable 

Claflin to be a center for minority students exploring various forms of ordained ministry.   

Successes like these can be traced to Stephen’s graduate work in divinity and law. His ability to seek out 

the most compelling research to add strong facts to his persuasively-written documents help his grant 

applications—and other pitches—stand out. Just as importantly, his experience in forging consensus 

among diverse stakeholders help everyone involved to summon their best ideas for a common goal. As 

the winner of his law school’s ABA-sponsored Negotiation Competition, Stephen is well-versed in the 

art of win-win negotiations. 

Stephen’s background has had a thread of this persuasive consensus building through his entire career. 

Whether as a statewide radio host galvanizing support to save a state’s beloved 4-H camping program 

or securing positive, international publicity for a valued National Historic Landmark, Stephen is always 

thinking of how to grow his client’s footprint and increase their number of supporters.   

Summary of Experience 

 Raised $6.3 million as grantwriter for Prison Fellowship, a national non-profit with over 100 

affiliates worldwide, and Claflin University, a top Historically Black College/University.   

 Secured $750,000 grant, the full amount requested, from the John Templeton Foundation for 

Prison Fellowship Founder Chuck Colson’s legacy ethics project. 

 Wrote and secured many other six-figure grants for Prison Fellowship’s various divisions to help 

the organization’s work in prison reform and prisoners’ family support to continue. Additionally, 

helped Prison Fellowship International in its similar efforts across the globe in over 100 

countries. 
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